
 

 

 

 
Foundation Art Divvy and Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA) are delighted to 

present Divvy Film Festival Islamabad  

 

 

 

5:30 - 10:30 pm, Friday 21 - Saturday  22 November 2024 at the Pakistan National Council of the Arts 

(PNCA), F-5, Islamabad​
​
 

 

Foundation Art Divvy partners with the Pakistan National Council of Arts (PNCA) to present Divvy Film 

Festival in Islamabad for the 4th year - a showcase of independent films from Pakistan focusing on 

various themes. ​
 

Divvy Film Festival screens extraordinary South Asian films from a variety of genres. After running 

successfully in Pakistan for four years and introducing it in London at the ICA earlier this year, Divvy Film 

Festival continues in Pakistan for its 4th edition. Foundation Art Divvy partnered with Alhamra to put on 

Divvy Film Festival Lahore: Ecologies & Indigenous Traditions, as a collateral to the Lahore Biennale 03. 

We are now proud to be showing Divvy Film Festival Islamabad. The 2-day program includes 19 films 

focusing on resilience, culture and heritage, women empowerment, old cinema, romantic comedy, sense 

 

https://artdivvy.org/ | Instagram: @artdivvy | Email: foundation@artdivvy.org | https://pnca.org.pk/ 

 

 

mailto:foundation@artdivvy.org


 

 

of loss, music, self expression, sense of belonging and crime, carefully curated to create a thoughtful and 

immersive experience spanning films. Divvy Film Festival brings a range of cinema - by acclaimed 

directors as well as exciting new filmmakers, providing a platform to films not always accessible to 

audiences. This festival includes full length feature films and short films, documentaries and fiction. ​
 

Zahra Khan, Creative Director of Art Divvy: We are delighted to be partnering with the Pakistan National 

Council of the Arts again this year - I am very excited to share truly stellar films that tell the unique stories 

and shared histories. 

 
Foundation Art Divvy  

Foundation Art Divvy  provides a platform in Pakistan and in the UK to the arts and film from South Asia in order to 

expand South Asian art, culture and narrative’s global and local reach. Foundation Art Divvy  

 

Led by Zahra Khan, Foundation Art Divvy provides a platform at an institutional level, locally and internationally to 

the arts from South Asia. It works in Pakistan and internationally through four active divisions, Art Divvy 

Exhibitions, through which it presented the inaugural Pavilion of Pakistan at the Venice Biennale in 2019, Divvy Film 

Festival, Art Divvy Conversations and Project Art Divvy which partners with UK based institutions to present 

exhibitions of South Asian contemporary art and film festivals of independent South Asian films. We are now 

launching Divvy Knowledge Center. Each Art Divvy initiative supports culture, art, film, learning and philosophy.  

 

Pakistan National Council of Arts (PNCA)​
The Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA) was setup to spearhead the development of arts in Pakistan. The 

council aims to build an environment conducive to the flourishing of the arts, where the arts are accessible to 

everyone and artists and art groups have the commitment, financial support and resource and to excel at home, 

and on the world stage. 

 

To achieve its aims, the council focuses on four key strategic thrust:  Nurturing and developing the arts; Stimulating 

broader and sophisticated demand by audience; Developing capacity and resources; and facilitating and enhancing 

regional and global connectivity. 

 

We at Pakistan National Council of the Arts believe that all cultural assets must support the National objectives and 

contribute towards promotion of intangible cultural heritage and creation of soft image of Pakistan’s society. 
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Films  
Friday 22 November 2024  

 

 

1. CIN-E-RAMA  

dir: Misrah Fatima Nizami 

run time: 29 mins 

production year: 2024 

fiction short 

 

synopsis: A film critic is tasked with documenting an old cinema in Karachi, called CINERAMA, and witness its final 

screening before permanent closure. Realizing he has no choice but to review this nostalgic venue in order to save 

his job, he agrees. Will his outlook clash with the enchanting stories that unfold, forcing him to confront his own 

biases and rediscover the magic of cinema? 

 

dir bio: Misrah Fatima Nizami is an indie filmmaker with a degree in Communication Design: Media from the Indus 

Valley School of Art and Architecture. She currently works at SOC Films, led by two-time Academy Award winner 

Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy, where she collaborates with BAFTA and Emmy-nominated producers. 

 

 

 

2. The Trunk  ​
dir: Fahad Shaikh 

run time: 8:30 mins 

production year: 2022​
fiction short 

 

synopsis: In a remote town in Pakistan, a feudal lord’s loyal servant suspects his master’s wife of hiding a secret 

inside a trunk. 

 

dir bio: Director/Producer Fahad Shaikh has been an aspiring media and theatre personality from his early teens. 

Originally from Pakistan but studied in U.S. and went on to pursue filmmaking. His first silent short film was "A 

Dollar Bill" for a workshop in Houston. Growing up, he continued making many theatre plays in Texas. His 

independent short film "The Veil", which played at festivals around the world and received an award at WorldFest 

Houston Film Festival. 

 

In 2010 he worked on an international project which was his first feature, in collaboration with 25 directors from 

around the world named "The Owner." The film debuted in May 2012 and got a Guinness World Record for most 

directors in a film. He has been a part of Scottish Documentary Film Institute and Arab Film Studio-Imagenation 
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Abu Dhabi Documentary programs. His recent feature film is “Pinky Memsaab” as a Producer which was released in 

cinemas and now streaming on Netflix. He runs a production company with his partners named Shoot At Sight. 

 

 

3. The Clown 

dir: Kamil Chima 

run time: 15 mins 

production year: 2024 

language: Punjabi (with English subtitles) 

country: Pakistan 

fiction short 

 

synopsis: 

Looking for an escape, a clown dances outside a fast-food restaurant on the streets of Lahore. That is until the 

claws of reality threaten to pull its mask off. 

 

dir bio: 

Kamil Chima is a producer, writer and director. Kamil graduated from Harvard College in 2015 and set up Nehr Ghar 

Films, a film-production company based out of Pakistan. His first feature film, on which he was the main producer, 

‘Laal Kabootar’ (2019) was Pakistan’s Official Selection for the Academy Awards 2020. He went on to produce the 

short film 'Eid Mubarak' (2023) that won Best Live Action Short at NYCIFF. His second feature film as producer 'The 

Queen of My Dreams' (2023) premiered at TIFF 2023. He is an alum of the IFFR Producers Lab 2023, and the 

Producers Network at the Marche Du Film at Festival de Cannes 2023. As a director his debut music video for the 

Pakistani pop sensation Hasan Raheem ‘Sun Le Na’ (2022) was an acclaimed hit. 

 

 

4. Karachi Begums 

dir:  Amatullah Rahat Saeed and Aqsa Abdul Qadir 

run time: 7:27 min 

production year: 2023 

documentary short 

 

synopsis: Karachi is one of the least safest cities in the world, but in the heart of the city, Ghazdarabad serves as a 

safe haven for women. ​
The community is evidence of the diversity that exists in the city of lights, but here, the differences serve as the 

driving force for the community's solidarity in good and bad times. 

 

dir bio:  

 

 

5. Impatientes​
dir:  Quentin Delcourt​
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run time: 28 mins​
production year: 2023​
fiction short​
​
Synopsis: Aware of the psychological suffering that has recently invaded her life, Christine, a philosophy teacher, 

decides to go for hospitalisation. There she discovers a new environment and meets Laure and Princess Titou, two 

colleagues on a therapeutic journey.  For them, one thing is certain: there are no patients in this hospital, just 

impatient people. 

​
dir bio: Quentin Delcourt , born on June 2, 1991, is a French film director , screenwriter and producer . He is also 

the co-founder and co-CEO of the Festival Plurielles,which annually celebrates women and inclusion in 

contemporary international cinema. A graduate in film studies from the University of Montreal after a hypokhâgne 

at the Lycée Fénelon in Paris , Quentin Delcourt began his career as an actor and assistant director . He then 

became an artistic director and multiplied international projects. 

 

 

6. The Send Off 

dir:  Amina Imran 

run time: 11 mins 

production year: 2024​
fiction short 

 

Synopsis: Exiled from her parents' home for marrying against their wishes, Rahila returns years later to visit her 

ailing father. Having marital troubles, she needs her parents, but the divide between them is difficult to surmount. 

Tensions ride high between her and her mother, yet Rahila finds vestiges of her presence in her old home despite 

estrangement.​
​
dir bio: Amina Imran is a screenwriter and filmmaker based in Islamabad, Pakistan. Her work explores themes of 

nostalgia, family, and identity. She holds a diploma in film production from the Pakistan National Council of the 

Arts. She has also participated in an intensive episodic fiction writing workshop by the Goethe-Institut. Currently, 

she is working as an assistant director on two national television projects.​
 

 

7. Araaf - The Purgatory ​
dir: Habib Shahzad​
run time: 22 mins 

production year: 2023​
fiction short​
 

synopsis: A former clown thinks he is kidnapped by his creditor when he finds himself in a bizarre place. However, 

his predicament turns out to be more sinister than his assumption. 
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dir bio: Habib Shahzad, the creative force behind BHM Films, began his cinematic journey in England, sparked by a 

minor role in a British urban drama. Captivated by the enchantment of filmmaking, he navigated through various 

roles behind the lens, refining his skills before stepping into the director's chair. In 2020, BHM Films emerged, 

driven by Habib's passion to infuse cinematic storytelling with his unique style and realism. Habib's films explore 

the rich tapestry of culture and society, earning acclaim at esteemed festivals. Works like "Araaf - The Purgatory" 

and "The Bag" showcase his artistry, while the crowning achievement, "Jujji," his first feature film secured the Best 

Film award twice at the major Film Festivals, affirming Habib's cinematic prowess. 

 

 

8. From Rocks to Gold, Doch - The Art of Balochistan​
dir:  Zainab Younas 

run time: 8 mins 

production year: 2023​
documentary short 

 

synopsis: From Rocks to Gold" takes you deep into the heart of Balochistan's cultural revival, led by Deedar Mengal. 

It explores Balochistan through serene landscapes, while unfolding Deedar’s role in empowering women and 

preserving the province’s heritage. It’s a journey of resilience, cultural resurgence, and community-driven 

transformation.. 

 

dir bio: Zainab Younas, an award-winning filmmaker from Pakistan, is celebrated for her bold storytelling and 

commitment to challenging stereotypes. Through films, vlogs, and documentaries, she highlights the resilience and 

diversity of Quetta and Balochistan, bringing untold stories to the global stage. 

​
 

9. In Flames 

dir: Zarrar Kahn 

run time: 1 hr 38 mins. 

production year: 2023 

Fiction feature 

 

Synopsis: Set in modern-day Karachi, the film opens with the death of the family patriarch. Mother and daughter 

find themselves in a precarious situation where their existence is ripped apart. In order to survive in a hostile world 

dominated by men, the two women have to work together in the face of threats both real and supernatural. 

 

dir bio. Zarrar Kahn is an award-winning Canadian-Pakistani filmmaker whose debut film IN FLAMES premiered at 

the 76th Cannes Film Festival as part of the Director’s Fortnight. It marked the return of Pakistan to the Director’s 

Fortnight after a period of 47 years. 

 

He is an alumnus of the TIFF Talent Lab, Locarno Filmmakers Academy, Open Doors Locarno, Asian Film Academy 

and Director’s Lab program at the Canadian Film Centre. His works have been screened and awarded in over 70+ 

film festivals worldwide, including TIFF, Locarno, and BFI London. Born in Karachi, and currently based out of 
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Toronto, Kahnis committed to telling stories that amplify historically marginalized communities. 

 

 

 

Saturday 23 November 2024  

​
10. Raaz O Niaz​
dir: Ali Aabid 

run time: 34:42 mins  

production year: 2024​
fiction short 

 

synopsis: Second thoughts hit Miss Raaz, a spirited woman in 1970s Pakistan, just before her wedding. Racing to 

her fiancé's vacation home, she finds a handsome stranger, Niaz, who won't give her back a crucial letter. Hold on 

tight for laughs, a few fibs, and maybe even love in this whirlwind romantic comedy!. 

​
dir bio: Ali Aabid is an actor and filmmaker who has written and directed many acclaimed short films and 

contributed to high end Ad campaigns. In 2022, Ali represented Pakistan on the global stage as a writer/ director 

for the short film “Awaz e Dost” at the Taskent International Film Festival. A film graduate from NCA with 7+ years 

of experience. 

 

11. What Will You Take With You 

dir:  Adil Sher 

run time: 13:23 mins 

production year: 2023​
fiction short 

​
synopsis: An utterly self-absorbed and emotionally immature father, based in Lahore, Pakistan, Khawaja, is proud of 

his accomplishments in raising two daughters, one married and one who has just gotten engaged at the start of this 

film. He’s convinced that parents never make wrong decisions and always do the best for their children when 

choosing partners for them. His wife, Rashida, sees things differently but largely agrees with his sentiments. In her 

view, when girls get married, they need to adjust to their circumstances and adapt to whatever situations are 

thrown at them. After the engagement party for the younger daughter is over, the two have a quiet moment over 

tea and celebrate the success of their parenting. Shortly after, Khawaja and Rashida find themselves in a terrible 

situation they don’t know how to get out off. They are devastated to see the effects of an unfortunate and untimely 

event on their daughters and how immediate family members, relatives with sons, are eager to acquire the assets 

Khawaja owns. The two blame each other for the situation they are in and neither of the two want to take 

responsibility for their actions. In a bid to recover the assets in time and resolve everything, they encounter an 

otherworldly character who makes them realise they haven’t been the best parents after all. Rashida feels helpless 

in spite of making life-long efforts to be the best daughter, wife, and mother she can be and is upset with Khawaja 

as she is needing to pay for his mistakes as well. The burden of guilt and failure compels Khawaja to alter his 

thinking drastically. He sorts out legal issues and finds ways to protect his daughters’ and his wive’s inheritance. 

 

https://artdivvy.org/ | Instagram: @artdivvy | Email: foundation@artdivvy.org | https://pnca.org.pk/ 

 

 

mailto:foundation@artdivvy.org


 

 

Another encounter with the otherworldly character gives this story an unexpected spin. 

 

dir bio: Adil Sher is a filmmaker and photographer originating from Pakistan. Over the past 18 years, he has 

successfully produced award winning films, television shows, commercials, and promotional content for digital 

platforms. He manages creative and business elements of content creation, demonstrating extensive experience 

across various formats. His films and photographs portray the everyday lived experiences of Pakistanis, blending 

strong storytelling with well-crafted frames and contrasting light and shadows.  His feature length documentary 

Made in Pakistan was screened at various international film festivals. It received the coveted Audience Choice 

Award at the South Asian Film Festival in New York in 2009 and was also screened at the Jio Mami Mumbai Film 

Festival in 2009 and BAFTA in early 2010. The New York Times reviewed it as “a deft and transparently honest 

attempt”. Later that year, he appeared as a guest on the iconic British journalist David Frost’s talk show in London 

to speak about the film. His latest short film from 2023, What will you take with you,  is part of the Official 

Selection of the Chicago South Asian Film Festival and the Global Independent Film Festival of India. His 

photograph of the Wazir Khan Mosque is part of the 2023/24 exhibition at the Como Museum of Art. 

 

 

12. Lost Time  

dir: Aleena Nabeel Mir, Sara Taj and Tabinda Mustersad 

run time: 30 mins. 

production year: 2023 

documentary short 

​
synopsis: Haris, a caretaker, is tasked to drive an Alzheimer's patient, Younus Iqbal, to his village home to retrieve 

his watch. As the two share this journey, Haris learns more about Younus' condition and why this watch means so 

much to him. Confusion, sadness, and a sense of loss hang over the entirety of the trip as the two arrive at the 

village and start looking for the watch. 

 

dir bio: My name is Aleena Nabeel Mir, and this is our debut film production. We're extremely proud. This is the 

first time I've directed; however, I have interned, volunteered, and assistant-directed on a few different sets before. 

Nevertheless, directing this with our amazing team and actors was a truly wholesome and rewarding experience. I 

work in marketing, and I love storytelling and bringing ideas to life. I enjoy collaborating with others, planning 

projects, and finding creative solutions to challenges. 

 

 

13. Akhri Saaz ​
dir: Sarmad Sabir Khan 

run time: 7:08 min 

production year: 2023​
documentary short​
Synopsis: "Aakhri Saaz" is a documentary that explores the vanishing art of Sarangi, a traditional Eastern musical 

instrument. Through intimate conversations and soulful performances, this film sheds light on the struggles and 

triumphs of the remaining Sarangi players. "Aakhri Saaz" delves into the world of Sarangi, an instrument once 
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integral to Eastern classical music. The documentary raises crucial questions about cultural preservation, tradition, 

and the future of this ancient art form. 

 

dir bio: Sarmad Sabir Khan is an aspiring filmmaker dedicated to capturing the essence of Pakistan's rich cultural 

heritage and religious diversity through his documentaries and short films. With a strong background in performing 

arts, Sarmad brings a unique storytelling perspective to his projects. 

 

 

14. Out Beyond  

dir: Salman Alam Khan 

run time: 5 mins 30 secs 

production year: 2023 

fiction short 

 

synopsis: A teenager boy who has a passion for drumming, but lives in a family that does not support his ambitions. 

He feels suppressed and afraid to express his true self because of the pressures of his family, leading him to 

mockingly play the drums in secret in the bathroom, which is his only safe space within the house. 

 

dir bio: Salman Alam Khan was born in Lahore Pakistan. He graduated as a media student. He is an award winning 

international filmmaker in both fiction and documentary. His expertise are in cinematography but he has directed 

few short films as well. Alam has also worked as a freelance photographer with different international 

organizations. 

 

 

15. A Distant Traveler ​
dir: Nayentara Abul Fazal & Mona Abdollahshahi  

run time: 6:14 min​
production year: 2023 

Documentary short 

​
synopsis: A young rhino migrates to a new land to find food and a suitable place to live and start a family. But upon 

arriving in Lisbon, the first thing she does is to find a place to belong in this unfamiliar city. She has with her an old 

photograph of the Belem tower which holds a remembrance of the first rhinoceros that came to Lisbon 500 years 

ago. The young rhinoceros, being a stranger in this city, is incapable of communicating well with the local 

inhabitants. Finally, she gets there with the guidance of a kind Portuguese family. But this was only the first step to 

a long and difficult life for the rhino who will need to make many adjustments to its nature and learn my norms. 

 

dir bio:  Nayantara Abul Fazal is a published Researcher, Academic, and practicing Animator. She also has an active 

Visual Arts practice that explores the old dichotomy between the traditional and the digital art themes. Her 

research and practice revolve around the impact of unique yet unnoticeable minute changes that can give an 

identity to her stories when they are extracted from her memory. The techniques that she explores in her work 

speaks for her religious, ethnic, and conforming context and the work she has been producing in lieu of this process 
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has been exhibited throughout Pakistan.​
 

16. One Step too Many ​
dir: Mehroz Amin  

run time: 13:47 min​
production year: 2023 

fiction short 

 

synopsis: Abiha and Ali, both living with different disabilities, form an unlikely bond through their shared passion 

for motivational speaking. They collaborate on an uplifting speaking session led by Abiha. During a heart-to-heart 

conversation, they unearth a mutual love for music: Ali plays the guitar, while Abiha possesses a captivating voice 

that she has hidden away due to society's prejudices surrounding her disability. 

Ali becomes Abiha's biggest supporter and encourages her to pursue singing again. With his support, Abiha regains 

her confidence. Together, they decide to make a cover video of Abiha's favorite song. This creative collaboration 

brings them closer and empowers them to overcome the barriers they once faced. 

​
dir bio: I am a screenwriter, filmmaker, and performing artist based in Lahore, Pakistan, with a journey rooted in 

street photography. This passion for visual storytelling, which earned national and international recognition, laid 

the foundation for my evolution into filmmaking. 

 

One of my early short films, "Five Stars," released in 2020, received critical acclaim, securing selections at several 

prestigious international film festivals, including the Fribourg International Film Festival and the Gandhara 

Independent Film Festival. It also won the Bronze Award at the Independent Shorts Awards in Los Angeles. In 2022, 

my short film "Kalashnikov" made history as the only Pakistani film selected for the Cannes Film Festival (SFC). It 

was also featured at the Avanca Film Festival and the Kolkata International Short Film Festival, where it garnered 

significant attention for its thought-provoking themes. 

 

Additionally, my autobiographical short film "One Step Too Many" and the adaptation "Who's Better Than Who" 

achieved recognition across various international film festivals, including Dushanbe film festival, Aporia film festival, 

Mediterranio Corto Film Festival, and Cinéma Adapté de Montréal, the Aporia Film Festival. My debut feature film, 

"Jagg: Pieces of Life," further expanded my portfolio, making its mark at several esteemed festivals, including the 

Muslim Film Festival in Australia, the Dushanbe Film Festival, the Kanazawa Film Festival, and the Aporia Village 

Film Festival. 

 

Through my work, I continue to explore narratives that resonate globally, showcasing my commitment to impactful 

storytelling and the cinematic arts. 

 

17. The Marblous Four ​
dir: Hamza Baig  

run time: 23:23 min​
production year: 2024 

fiction short 
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synopsis: Guddo, the outcast of Geetapur, must convince three estranged children to collectively play the magical 

game of five stones to save their village from a malevolent Wizard. 

 

dir bio: Hamza Baig is a Pakistan-based Lecturer, Filmmaker, and Artist. He teaches in the Mass Communication 

Department at the National University of Sciences and Technology (NUST), Islamabad. Hamza is also a self-taught 

independent filmmaker, screenwriter, and actor. His short films have been awarded and screened at various 

national and international festivals. 

 

 

18. A Clay Horse ​
dir: Abdullah Khan  

run time: 18:03 min 

production year: 2023 

fiction short 

 

synopsis: A 12-year-old Afghan refugee. His father. His fractured radio. A world of noise with no voice. What 

traumas might a road from Kabul to Karachi hold? 

 

dir bio: Abdullah Khan is a Pakistani independent filmmaker whose work deals with exploring unconventional topics 

and creating an impact for viewers. Khan’s aim is to explore narratives that seem simple from the outside but at the 

same time hold a complex structure within. Being a Pakistani Pashtun with forefathers in Afghanistan, Abdullah 

Khan aims to use his lens to uncover practices that bring or have a potential to harm young adolescents. Khan 

started a career in filmmaking to tell stories about childhood, silenced voices and unnoticed traumas using a 

naturalistic style. 

 

 

19. JUJJI  

dir: Habib Shahzad  

run time: 1 hr 12 mins​
production year: 2024 

fiction feature 

 

synopsis: Set against the gritty backdrop of Rawalpindi, Jujji is a gripping crime thriller that follows two Pakistani 

police officers as they navigate a dangerous hunt for a ruthless serial killer 

Naveed, a young and idealistic officer, is driven by the need to redeem himself for a haunting past failure. In stark 

contrast, his partner, Arshad, embodies corruption and negligence, further complicating their pursuit. As the 

investigation unfolds, Naveed not only confronts the horrors of the case but also wrestles with his own inner 

demons. 

Jujji delves deep into the stark contrasts of idealism versus corruption, redemption versus downfall, and the blurred 

line that separates heroes from villains in the shadowy streets of Rawalpindi. 
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dir bio: Habib Shahzad, the creative force behind BHM Films, began his cinematic journey in England, sparked by a 

minor role in a British urban drama. Captivated by the enchantment of filmmaking, he navigated through various 

roles behind the lens, refining his skills before stepping into the director's chair. In 2020, BHM Films emerged, 

driven by Habib's passion to infuse cinematic storytelling with his unique style and realism. Habib's films explore 

the rich tapestry of culture and society, earning acclaim at esteemed festivals. Works like "Araaf - The Purgatory" 

and "The Bag" showcase his artistry, while the crowning achievement, "Jujji," his first feature film secured the Best 

Film award twice at the major Film Festivals, affirming Habib's cinematic prowess. 
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