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Foundation Art Divvy and Alhamra Arts Council are delighted to present Divvy Film Festival
Lahore: Ecologies and Indigenous Traditions, a collateral to the Lahore Biennale 03.

6:00-10:30 pm, 4 - 5 November 2024 at the Alhamra Arts Council, Lahore, 68 Shahrah-e- Quaid -e-
Azam, Garhi Shahu, Lahore.

Link to press pack and film stills:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1R2s7-YOXodoPHfwV4xEr-aw0o6hxIRvc

Foundation Art Divvy partners with Alhamra Arts Council to present Divvy Film Festival in Lahore for the
4th year - a showcase of independent films from Pakistan focusing on ecologies and indigenous
traditions. This festival is collateral to the Lahore Biennale 03 during the closing week starting from
Monday 4 till Tuesday 5 November 2024.

Divvy Film Festival screens extraordinary South Asian films from a variety of genres. After running
successfully in Pakistan for four years and introducing it in London earlier this year, now it continues in
Pakistan for its 4th edition starting from Lahore. The 2-day program includes 21 films focusing on climate
change, ecology, food and migration and in a celebration of indigenous culture and practices, and
women empowerment, carefully curated to create a thoughtful and immersive experience spanning
films. Divvy Film Festival brings a range of cinema - by acclaimed directors as well as exciting new
filmmakers, providing a platform to films not always accessible to audiences. This festival includes full
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length feature films and short films, documentaries and fiction.

Zahra Khan, Creative Director of Art Divvy: We are delighted to be partnering with the Alhamra Arts
Council again this year - | am very excited to share truly stellar films that tell the unique stories and
shared histories.

Foundation Art Divvy
Foundation Art Divvy provides a platform in Pakistan and in the UK to the arts and film from South Asia in order to
expand South Asian art, culture and narrative’s global and local reach. Foundation Art Divvy

Led by Zahra Khan, Foundation Art Divvy provides a platform at an institutional level, locally and internationally to
the arts from South Asia. It works in Pakistan and internationally through four active divisions, Art Divvy
Exhibitions, through which it presented the inaugural Pavilion of Pakistan at the Venice Biennale in 2019, Divvy Film
Festival, Art Divvy Conversations and Project Art Divvy which partners with UK based institutions to present
exhibitions of South Asian contemporary art and film festivals of independent South Asian films. , and we are now
launching the Divvy Knowledge Center. Each Art Divvy initiative supports culture, art, film, learning and philosophy.

Alhamra Arts Council

Alhamra Arts Council, with its vibrant red-brick fagade, in Lahore stands tall as a shining symbol of Pakistan's
cultural prowess. The name, derived from the Arabic word for "a woman in red clothes," pays homage to the
stunning architecture of the Royal enclave in Cordoba, Spain. As one of the most iconic cultural complexes in the
country, Alhamra continues to be a beacon of Pakistani heritage and artistic expression.

The Alhamra, a hub for arts and culture, was brought to life by the renowned architect, Mr. Nayyar Ali Dada. Mr.
Dada envisioned a complex that would be a shining example of excellent architecture and a celebration of
Pakistan's vibrant cultural landscape. The red-brick buildings symbolize artistic excellence and are a beacon for
artists, musicians, writers, and other cultural dignitaries worldwide. Alhamra has been honored with the
prestigious Aga Khan International Award for its outstanding architecture.

We invite you to join us at Alhamra and experience the magic of this iconic cultural center for yourself. Come and

be inspired by the beauty of the buildings, the richness of the cultural offerings, and the warmth of the people who
make Alhamra the heart of Lahore.
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Films

Monday 4 November 2024

1. A Cipher for the Missing
dir: Shahana Rajani

run time: 7 mins 5 secs.
production year: 2022
docu/fiction short

synopsis: A cipher for the missing explores the Baloch practice of massad whereby the date palm tree is invoked to
help locate the missing. In this practice, dating back to Bibi Fatima, and passed down generationally by women, the
tree grants access to knowledge of the unseen — past, present, future and all things hidden. At a time when the
military-state seeks to render all beings visible through surveillant technologies, while disappearing those it deems
threatening, massad emerges as a queer practice of recovery that centers alternate forms of relationality,
connection and intimacy in a more-than-human world. A cipher made of leaves that renders the military’s
disappearance tactics legible to the very communities that bear the brunt of its violence.

The date palm also features as the main emblem of the paramilitary, worn on uniforms and painted on
watchtowers and walls across Karachi. In exploring the tensions between the appropriation of this tree as a symbol
of military power, and the tree’s material participation in native cosmologies, the work asks what it means for
plants and people to belong together to a place, questioning the vigilantly patrolled boundaries that construe
humans as separate from the rest of the world.

dir bio:

Shahana Rajani is a multi-disciplinary artist whose work engages with the visualities and infrastructures of
development, militarisation and the climate crisis. Community-based and collaborative approaches to research are
central to her practice. She is the co-founder of Karachi LaJamia, an experimental pedagogical project founded with
Zahra Malkani in 2015.

2. The Sky is Far, The Earth is Tough 33 mins
dir: Haya Fatima

run time: 34 mins

production year: 2021

documentary short

synopsis: A young mother rendered homeless by the bursting of a glacier, an elderly blind poet who is now a
climate refugee; and a first aid worker who is regularly asked for sleeping pills by his village neighbors every time a
climate disaster hits, open up to the camera about their struggles with eco anxiety, eco grief, post traumatic stress,
depression, and suicide in the remote Pakistani valley of Ghizer.
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dir bio: Haya Fatima Igbal is an Academy and two-time Emmy winning documentary filmmaker from Pakistan. She
directs, produces, and shoots films across Pakistan. Haya has covered a range of subjects through her documentary
work ranging from gender, militancy, and conflict to climate change, water scarcity and social justice. Her work has
been featured on HBO Documentary, BBC, Al Jazeera, Channel 4 UK, VICE, National Geographic Society, Redfish,
and the Thomson Reuters Foundation among other media organizations. Haya is a Fulbright alumna and an
Acumen fellow. She is Assistant Professor of Practice at Habib University, Karachi. She also trains people in
storytelling and filmmaking in Pakistan and abroad. She holds a Masters in News & Documentary from New York
University.

3. Sea Birds

dir: Sawera Jahan | Puffball studios & Project Dastaan

run time: 7 mins

production year: 2022

animated short by Project Dastaan, screenplay by Omi Zola Gupta

synopsis: Over an intimate conversation whilst cooking with her grandmother, eight-year-old Nithya learns of her
family's journey from Burma to Tamil Nadu during WW2.

dir bio: Sawera Jahan is a visual artist who graduated as a major in painting from the National College of Arts in
2019. She kick started her career as a children’s book illustrator at Orenda pvt Itd in 2020. Her work later expanded
to the medium of animation at Puffball Studios, where she worked as assistant artist on the award-winning short
film Swipe (2020), and has made her directorial debut in Seabirds (2022) from the Lost Migration series. Sawera is
currently animating videos for Shehri Pakistan that aim to spread awareness about various social issues in a
humorous tone.

4. Hakeem Ki Beti

dir: Farida Batool

run time: 3 min
production year: 2024
art film short

synopsis: To communicate the profound connection between indigenous medicinal plants and healing traditions
carried through generations, | explore my grandfather’s hikmat: his writings and healing practices involving local
indigenous plants for a variety of medicines. My mother learnt these practices by observing and helping her
parents make medicines. This transfer of knowledge through generations is a vital symbol of cultural heritage and
local wisdom. These works serve as tales of love and healing embedded in our ancient knowledge systems.

dir bio: Farida Batool is a visual artist interested in exploring Pakistan’s political upheavals and tumultuous history,
and developing a comprehensive cultural critique of everyday life. She received her BA in Fine Arts from the
National College of Arts, Lahore, her MA in Art History and Theory from COFA at the University of New South
Wales, and her PhD from the Centre for Media Studies at SOAS, London. She has been teaching since 1997 and
currently is the Dean of Faculty of Humanities, at National College of Arts, Lahore. She has exhibited extensively in
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many international and local solo and prestigious group shows. She is an active member of Awami Art Collective
which aims to use art in public spaces to generate a discourse of peaceful co-existence. She was involved in many
art projects and community workshops for awareness raising among women communities in several urban and
rural areas of Pakistan as well as conducted cultural and political dialogue among different communities. Batool
presented papers and presentations at international conferences and workshops including Yale University USA;
Society for Cinema and Media Studies, Montreal, Canada; Oxford University, St. Joseph’s University Philadelphia
and many more.

5. Maryam Rahman Film
dir: Maryam Rahman
run time: 8:20 mins
production year: 2024
art film short

synopsis: The film is about the daily practice and live performance of artist Maryam Rahman as she writes the
names of Sindhi women in the precise art of Nastaliq calligraphy. The performance was curated as an interplay with
Pakistani Classical Music.

The art of Nastaliq is seldom experienced as a live performance. The highly controlled and slow-paced movements
turn fleeting and gestural - a heroic visceral performance in drawing. Nastaliq is made up of ligatures, units like the
jagain or flourishes in Pakistani Classical Music which can be appreciated as complete abstract forms in themselves
or in their coming together to create a new image.

The ’sarir-e-khaama’ or ‘the sound of the galam as it writes’ is often obscured by louder voices. The muted sounds
require us to lean in a little further to hear them - the less-established paradigms, the little-known narratives, the
embracing of the anti-hero.

Drawing these names is an act of resisting their erasure. At the same time it questions the colonial and postcolonial
narrative of the exclusion of the classical arts from the arena of High Art.

dir bio: Maryam Rahman is a multi-disciplinary artist. Her work ranges from film, installation, public art intervention
to miniature painting and drawing. She has a particular affinity with drawing as a thinking tool, a direct mode of
expression and a formal art discipline. She is a graduate of the Slade School of Fine Art. She lives and works in
Lahore. She teaches at the National College of Art and studies Lahori Nastaliq calligraphy a Hast-o-Neest Institute.
She manages the art estate of her aunt, Lala Rukh.
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6. Climate Change - Our Bond With Sea
dir: SOC Films | Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy
run time: 8:20

production year: 2023

documentary short

synopsis: This film follows the inspiring journey of Usman Igbal and Asif Baloch, who are dedicated to cleaning
the oceans by retrieving discarded fishing nets that pose a threat to marine life. It sheds light on the

dangers of ghost nets, emphasizing the interconnectedness of environmental issues and the need

for collective action.

dir bio: Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy is the only female director to have been awarded two Academy Awards by the age
of 37. Since 2001, she has made over two dozen multi award films in over 16 countries around the world. Her films
include Student Athlete, Girl in the river, Song of Lahore, Saving Face, PeaceKeepers and Transgenders: Pakistan’s
Open Secret. In 2012, Time Magazine included Sharmeen in their annual list of the 100 most influential people in
the world. That same year the Pakistan Government awarded her with highest civil honor “Hilal -e-Imtiaz ”. In
2013, the Canadian government awarded her a Queen Elizabeth Il Diamond Jubilee Medal for her work in the field
of documentary films and the World Economic Forum honored her with a Crystal Award at their annual summit in
Davos. In 2017 the International Center for Journalists awarded her the Knight International Journalism Award for
her work that led to legislative change. In 2017, Sharmeen was the first artist to co-chair the “World Economic
Forum”at Davos. In 2018, Sharmeen was awarded The Eliasson Global Leadership Prize of The Tallberg Foundation
for ‘Leadership in a Disrupted World". Sharmeen holds a Bachelor's degree from Smith college and two masters
degrees from Stanford University. In 2018, Smith College awarded her an honorary degree in Fine Arts.

7. Nazo

by Sarsabz Kahani

run time: 11:30 mins.
production year: 2020
docu/fiction short

synopsis: From Sindh, comes the story of a valiant girl Nazo who represents the courageous and incredibly resilient
women from rural Pakistan. For farmers, land is like their mother and they will never abandon it no matter what
the cost.

Sarsabz Kahani, is an initiative of Sarsabz Fertilizers a specialty brand from world-class manufacturer Fatima

Fertilizer. It seeks to bring true stories from Pakistan's rural community to the world in a series of short films.
Sarsabz Fertilizer stands for Growth, Progress and Innovation in the Agriculture sector.
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8. Republic of Wailing Trees
dir: Nirmal Bano

run time: 16 mins
production year: 2023
documentary short

synopsis: After their village is marked as a site for a new coal power plant, women of Bhaagowalla rise to
resistance.

dir bio: Nirmal Bano is a screenwriter based in Lahore. She has developed the screenplays for Zindagi Tamasha
(2019), Gunjal (2023) and Roshan Raahein (2024). She has also taught multiple film theory and history courses at
the National College of Arts. The 'republic of wailing trees' is her first short film as a director.

9. Indus Blues

dir: Jawad Sharif

run time: 1 hour 15 mins
production year: 2021
documentary feature

synopsis: Indus Blues is a musical feature documentary highlighting the plight of the folk musicians and craftsmen
of Pakistan and the state of their dying art.

A journey spanning the 2,000-mile length of the Indus, it showcases the rich musical traditions across the diverse,
and colorful cultures of Pakistan. The film not only presents their mesmerizing art but also shows the face of the
underappreciated indigenous humanism in Pakistan.

Tuesday 5 November 2024

10. The Road of Hope and Heritage
dir: Aibek Baiymbetov & Laajverd
run time: 27 mins

production year: 2022
documentary short

synopsis: The film “The Road of Hope and Heritage” was produced within the framework of the project GCRF

Resilient Silk Route Cultural Heritage Network in collaboration led by University of Central Asia in collaboration with
Durham University and Laajverd.
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The film produced on the silk road in Kyrgyzstan and Northern Pakistan shares the importance of preserving
cultural heritage of mountain communities in contemporary times, as they grapple with challenges of large
infrastructural development, transit corridors and climate change.

dir bio: Aibek Baiymbetov, film director based in Kyrgyzstan, research fellow at the University of Central Asia. He
specializes in visual arts, cultural heritage and ethnomusicology. Aibek also the artistic director of the Creative
Youth Network of Indigenous and Traditional Communities of Mountainous Regions of Central and Inner Asia.

11. Quetta's Old Men's Garden
dir: Ali Mehdi

produced by: Soch Videos

run time: 6 mins

production year: 2021
documentary short

synopsis: A group of senior citizens from the Hazara community have been working together over the course of 15
years to create a quiet sanctuary at the foothills of Quetta's Meherdar Mountain. This documentary is dedicated to
them.

dir bio: Ali is a Producer and Cinematographer at Soch Media, a digital media platform which specialises in
producing media focused on documenting and explaining underreported content from across Pakistan and the
Global South. Quetta-born and now based in Karachi, Ali has produced and directed multiple short films and
documentaries, including the award winning short fiction film, "Father's Grave". Most recently he completed the
development of his first feature film within the framework of the IFBA 2021 Busan Asian Film School. His short
documentary "In Zainab's Heaven", which is currently in production, has been awarded the Hot Docs Cross
Currents International Doc Fund.

12. Milaap

creative partners: Marvi Mazhar, Abuzar Madhu, Zohaib Kazi
run time: 30 mins.

production year: 2023

documentary short

synopsis: Milaap documentary film features the story of three women and the stories of their lives being impacted
due to negligent urban rural planning and its consequences to the river and the sea.

The documentary is a visual investigation to open questions about the significance of land and water protection in
times of climate crisis but also to provide deeper insight into the rich local shared inherited knowledge which
continues to advocate towards living with water, as an ally, in a counter push back towards external development
decisions as a form of future’. The documentary film aims to talk about environmental degradation, land rights,
human / non-human epistemologies through poems, songs and inherited knowledge.
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‘Milaap’ is an urdu word that translates to ‘Union’.

The documentary is an academic study as well as archival of various water prayers and songs from different
geographic coordinates along the water terrain. The film discusses milaap, from the perspective of decay and
ruptured union.

The duration of the documentary is 30 minutes with five songs and extensive interviews, recorded on-location.

Creative & Research Partners:
Marvi Mazhar (Architect & Spatial Advocate), Abuzar Madhu (Performing Artist, Researcher, Environmental Activist)
& Zohaib Kazi (Composer, lyricist, and record producer)

dir bio: Marvi Mazhar is an architect and researcher, her practice combines visual culture, spatial advocacy and
interventions. Recently completed her Masters (MA RA) at Goldsmiths, University of London (2021) and in 2022
started teaching at Indus Valley School of Architecture (IVSAA) M.Phil Program, Pedagogies of Place.

Her present ongoing research focuses upon the representation and production of Karachi’s Urban Coastal
Periphery, and its Ecology.

13. Dayal Among the Spirits
dir: Syed Muneeb Kazmi

run time: 6 mins

production year: 2022
documentary short

synopsis: Dayal Among the Spirits is an anthropological documentary film which explores the fascinating world of
shamanism and uncovers the traditional practices and beliefs of modern-day shamans in their quest to heal the
mind, body, and spirit, and find a deeper understanding of the world around them. The film delves deep into their
Shamanic traditions, rites, and beliefs.

dir bio: Syed Muneeb Kazmi is a documentary filmmaker from Gilgit, currently working between Lahore and
Karachi. He graduated from the National College of Arts Lahore in 2022 with a degree in Film and Television.
Through the medium of film, he further explores the diverse cultural heritage of Gilgit-Baltistan to share the untold
stories of its peoples.

14. The Valleys our Ancestors Chose
dir: Tazeen Bari

run time: 34 mins

production year: 2023

documentary short

synopsis: The Kalasha are an indigenous community residing in three valleys found at the foothills of the Hindu
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Kush Mountains in Pakistan. Their ancient religion is deeply connected to nature, and they celebrate the changing
seasons. Once beyond the monsoons, their isolated valleys are now routinely flooded due to climate change. In
2015, devastating floods destroyed fields, homes and Kalashas’ livelihoods, threatening the very existence of
Pakistan’s smallest indigenous community. We document the annual harvest festival, which this summer was
followed by the historic floods that inundated much of Pakistan.

dir bio: Tazeen Bari is a documentary filmmaker who has been directing and producing documentaries in Pakistan
for over 10 years. Her documentaries include “The Valleys Our Ancestors Chose” , “Letters From Death Row”
acquired by Al Jazeera for Witness, “Vote for X”, “Qandeel” released by Guardian documentaries and an episode for
the Emmy Nominated Vice series WOMAN with Gloria Steinem. Tazeen is the co-founder of the Documentary
Association of Pakistan and is also currently developing her first fiction feature.

15. The Journey of a Seed
dir: Nayentara Abul Fazal
run time: 4 mins
production year: 2022
animation

synopsis: With more and more natural forests felled to meet worldwide demand for consumer products, thousands
of species could see much of their habitat lost to farmland.

This story is a depiction of the impacts of this agriculture expansion. The fallow deer wanders into farmland where
farmers are cultivating a new kind of field.

dir bio: Nayantara Abul Fazal is a published Researcher, Academic, and practicing Animator. She also has an active
Visual Arts practice that explores the old dichotomy between the traditional and the digital art themes. Her
research and practice revolve around the impact of unique yet unnoticeable minute changes that can give an
identity to her stories when they are extracted from her memory. The techniques that she explores in her work
speaks for her religious, ethnic, and conforming context and the work she has been producing in lieu of this process
has been exhibited throughout Pakistan.

16. Ustad

dir: Saiyna Bashir & Zakir Thaver
run time: 12 mins

production year: 2021 - present
documentary short

synopsis: With a voice that captivated millions, Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan’s musical genius transcended borders,
bringing ancient Qawwali music to the world stage. His meteoric rise was cut short when he died suddenly in 1997
at the age of 48. Saiyna Bashir Studios presents Ustad, a cinematic biopic of Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, that paints a rich
portrait of a man from humble beginnings, devoted to his craft, surrounded by an array of characters eager to bask
in the glow of his success. Now for the first time, with intimate interviews from those who knew him best as well as
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rich archival recordings of his artistic prowess, the in-depth story of the life of Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan is told.

dir bio: Saiyna Bashir is a Pakistani photojournalist currently based in Islamabad, Pakistan, with a focus on
documenting migration, gender, healthcare, and climate change in her images. She has also contributed to leading
media outlets including The New York Times, National Geographic Magazine, and The Washington Post among
others. Bashir has also worked as a consultant photographer for UN agencies and other International NGO'’s.

Zakir Thaver developed and produced feature length documentary Salam - The First ****** Nobel Laureate, which
has garnered accolades and critical acclaim. Zakir has previously worked as a Consultant for ITV Studios in New York
where he worked on a number of true crime programs. His current projects include a true-crime documentary
series as well as an international espionage documentary series about events of global significance that took place
in Pakistan in 2011.

17. Climate Change - State of Emergency - Hangami Halaat

dir: SOC Films | Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy
run time: 7 mins

production year: 2023

documentary short

synopsis: Architect Wajiha Siddiqui Mehdi takes center stage in this thought-provoking film as she addresses
the housing needs of climate-displaced individuals. Wajiha offers sustainable solutions while balancing aesthetics,
functionality, and sustainability, highlighting the pressing need for climate- resilient housing in a changing world.

dir bio: Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy is the only female director to have been awarded two Academy Awards by the age
of 37. Since 2001, she has made over two dozen multi award films in over 16 countries around the world. Her films
include Student Athlete, Girl in the river, Song of Lahore, Saving Face, PeaceKeepers and Transgenders: Pakistan’s
Open Secret. In 2012, Time Magazine included Sharmeen in their annual list of the 100 most influential people in
the world. That same year the Pakistan Government awarded her with highest civil honor “Hilal -e—Imtiaz ”. In
2013, the Canadian government awarded her a Queen Elizabeth Il Diamond Jubilee Medal for her work in the field
of documentary films and the World Economic Forum honored her with a Crystal Award at their annual summit in
Davos. In 2017 the International Center for Journalists awarded her the Knight International Journalism Award for
her work that led to legislative change. In 2017, Sharmeen was the first artist to co-chair the “World Economic
Forum”at Davos. In 2018, Sharmeen was awarded The Eliasson Global Leadership Prize of The Tallberg Foundation
for ‘Leadership in a Disrupted World". Sharmeen holds a Bachelor's degree from Smith college and two masters
degrees from Stanford University. In 2018, Smith College awarded her an honorary degree in Fine Arts.
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18. When the Floods Come
dir: Nyal Mueenuddin

run time: 27 mins
production year: 2024
documentary short

synopsis: From the glaciers to the sea, these are the intimate stories of Pakistanis' connection to water and how
their lives are being reshaped by climate change.

In the fall of 2022 over 30 million Pakistanis were displaced by nationwide flooding caused by biblical monsoons
and the astonishing speed with which the northern glaciers thaw.

In this deeply intimate portrait of Pakistani mothers, fathers and children, all struggling to adapt to their changing
environment, When the Floods Come acts as a poignant tribute to the enduring spirit of the Pakistani people who
search for a way forward amidst a crisis they are not responsible for.

dir bio: Nyal is a Pakistani-American filmmaker and photographer, focused on environmental and human
documentary projects. With an educational background in environmental science and South Asian studies, Nyal has
been working for the past four years on telling stories of Pakistan's natural diversity and environmental challenges.
He has worked as a camera operator and editor with WWF-Pakistan, WWF International's 'Big Cats Initiative', and
as a researcher and drone operator for the BBC's landmark series, Planet Earth 3. He has also received a National
Geographic grant to cover the stories of Afghan refugees arriving to Pakistan after the Taliban takeover in 2021.

While passionate about visuals and camera work, it is human and animal emotion and the beauty and complexity
of our planet's interconnected nature that drive him to continue doing this work.

Now based in Bristol, UK for a master's in Wildlife Filmmaking at UWE, Nyal is seeking to develop a professional
network and collaborative community in the global capital for natural history production, in order to develop more
ambitious projects in Pakistan and around the world down the road.

19. Surya

dir: Zayan Agha

run time: 15 mins
production year: 2021
fiction short

synopsis: Surya talks about the TB epidemic that has been worsened by the use of Kerosene lamps in rural Pakistani
households which are off-grid. The film showcases a young character trying to find a solar run lamp to save her
nephew from catching the disease. The film shows just how much better renewable energy can be and at the same

time sheds light on the grim realities of perishable energy resources.

dir bio: Zayan Agha, a Forbes featured filmmaker, has collaborated with numerous independent artists in the local
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music industry on multiple music videos. A graduate of the National College of Arts (NCA), Agha produced the
Pakistani web-series "Phaatak" in 2021 and directed the Novo Amor 565 Fund-winning film "The Round Lake".
Additionally, his work has been showcased in several of the world's most prestigious film festivals.

20. The Land of my Forefathers
dir: Irfan Noor K

run time: 19 mins

production year: 2022
documentary short

synopsis: A filmmaker researching archeological history of Balochistan discovers that the place he comes from has
great archeological significance but its largely undocumented. He sets out on a journey to uncover the ancient lost
history of his homeland and to understand how and why these sites and artifacts have been forgotten.

dir bio: Irfan Noor K is an independent filmmaker, writer and actor from Gwadar, Balochistan, Pakistan. He has been
working in independent films since 2014 and has been a part of various projects as writer, director, producer,
assistant director, and actor which include 2018's award winning short film Sapola, he was part of the film as an
actor. Irfan previously directed a short travel/poetic documentary called A love letter from Balochistan in 2019. In
2020 he directed and produced Army of Immortals, a documentary short film about plastic pollution which has
been selected in various film festivals around the world.

21. How to love a tree (prologue)
dir: - Hira Nabi

run time: 14 min

production year: 2024
documentary short

synopsis: In her live multichannel performance ‘How to Love a Tree’, Hira Nabi weaves together whispered
narratives from sylvan landscapes, misty mountain sides, ghosts of extraction and British imperialism, inviting us
into forest time. Part of an ongoing artistic project, launched in 2019, ‘How to Love a Tree’ documents the former
colonial hill stations in the blue pine forests of Murree and the Galiyat region of Pakistan. Nabi sees these places as
ecosystems that are crumbling, marked by a history of imperial rule. She focuses on making remnants of this
painful past visible in what are now tourist destinations in the hills. Here, traces of exploitation mingle with
expressions of capitalism, while the deterioration of the environment continues.

dir bio: Hira Nabi works with images and text to tell stories of the everyday. Her practice is concerned with the
environment, the often unseen, and a slow process of re-earthing: by which she intends to shift focus away from
anthropocentric stories into a more interconnected and larger witnessing of the times we live in. She earned a BA
in film and postcolonial studies from Hampshire College, and an MA in cinema and media studies from The New
School. She lives and works in Lahore, Pakistan, where she is teaching at the Beaconhouse National University, and
researching cinematic cultures, and botanical movements and plant migrations in South Asia.
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